
 1 

Malmesbury Primary School 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Assessment Policy 
 

 

 

 

Prepared by Lucy Rivaldi 

Committee responsible Standards 

Date ratified by Governors October 2024 

Date for review October 2026 

Signed (Chair of Governors)  

 

Signed (Headteacher)  

 

 



 2 

Malmesbury Primary School Assessment Policy 
 
At Malmesbury we believe that the purpose of assessment is to enhance and advance pupils’ 
understanding, skills and knowledge of the curriculum and the wider world. The process of 
assessment should answer the question “What have pupils learned and how securely and deeply have 
they learnt it?” This will include the use of formative assessment strategies on a day-to-day basis in 
the classroom as well as internal summative assessment strategies to track pupil progress over time 
and monitor the performance of groups and cohorts of pupils. 
 
In addition, there will continue to be national summative assessments at key points across the 
primary age range, such as the end of Key Stage tests. 
 
Roles & Responsibilities 
 

• Class teachers are responsible for the on-going summative and formative assessments of their 
class. 

• SLT and school SENDCO periodically monitor assessment outcomes across the school. 

• HT & DHT oversee the monitoring process and report outcomes to GB. 
 
Assessment at Malmesbury will: 
 

• Be consistently applied across the school and its aims understood by all 

• Be closely linked to national standards that are well-defined and clearly understood by pupils and 

staff 

• Have day-to-day in-school formative assessment at its heart 

• Promote reflection by staff and pupils on how learning is progressing 

• Help staff identify gaps and misconceptions 

• Involve pupils in assessing their own achievements 

• Help staff develop their expertise in assessing pupils’ learning 

• Give parents a picture of their child’s achievements and the next steps in their development, 

based on the expectation for their year 

• Track the progress and attainment of pupils as they move through the key stages and adapt and 

match provision to pupils’ needs 

• Enable school leaders to clearly demonstrate how well pupils are learning and achieving over 

time, through the use of clear, accurate and consistent summative information and data 

• Help governors carry out their responsibility for holding the school to account 

• Include regular moderation and progress meetings 

Formative Assessment 
 
Day-to-day formative assessment of learning in the classroom is integral to pupils attaining and 
progressing well. It provides information about pupils’ knowledge, skills and understanding so that 
effective provision can be planned for all pupils. A wide range of “Assessment for Learning” strategies 
will be used to gain a secure understanding of each pupils’ achievements and progress. Formative 
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assessment can be used as the basis for giving feedback to pupils and parents about what has been 
learnt and the next steps in their learning. See Appendix 1 for details of AfL strategies. 
 
Internal Summative Assessments 
 
Summative assessment quantifies attainment at a fixed point in time against a clearly defined 
standard and defines how much progress has been made over a period of time. As a result of 
effective formative assessment, teachers will have a wide evidence base for making judgements 
about the security and depth of pupils’ learning and be able to use this to make summative 
judgements. This evidence could include: 
 

• Work in books undertaken independently or with support 

• Group and paired work 

• Independent tasks 

• Annotations on pupils’ responses to tasks 

• Discussions with pupil 

• Responses to probing questions 

• Evidence of pupils’ applying skills across a variety of contexts 

• Outcomes of open and rich tasks with cross-curricular opportunities 

• Results and analysis of tests 

Summative assessment gives pupils and parents information about how well a topic has been 
understood. It enables teachers to evaluate learning, the impact of their teaching and plan for future 
teaching. Teachers will use the evidence available to make summative judgements about how 
securely and how deeply pupils have met age related expectations (ARE).  
At Malmesbury summative assessment data enables leaders to monitor the performance of 
individual pupils, cohorts and groups and enables governors and external audiences to identify 
strengths and areas for improvement. 
At Malmesbury we analyse and share summative data for English and Mathematics on a termly basis 
about: 
 

• The proportion of pupils working at, above or below age-related expectations in each class/year 

group based on in the National Curriculum for English (Reading and Writing) and Mathematics 

• The proportion of pupils making expected or more than expected progress 

• The attainment and progress of specific pupil groups 

 
National summative assessments 
There are statutory requirements for national assessment to take place as follows: 
 

• The reception baseline assessment is completed for each child in the first 6 weeks they enter 

reception. The EYFS profile assessment is completed for each child at the end of reception 

• Phonics Screening Check – taken by pupils in Year 1 with a re-check for pupils in Year 2 who 

did not meet the standard in Year 1 

• End of Key Stage 1 – statutory tests and assessments – see Appendix 2 



 4 

• Year 4 times table test – on-line test taken by children in summer term. 

• End of Key Stage 2 - statutory tests and teacher assessments – see Appendix 3 

 

Reporting to Parents 
Parents’ evenings are held each term when appointments are made to provide an opportunity for 
teachers, parents/carers and children to discuss progress and attainment. A written report is 
produced once a year in the summer term. This is sent to parents and they have an opportunity to 
discuss it at the following parents’ evening.  
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Teachers make judgements about whether a pupil is ‘entering’, ‘developing’, ‘secure in’, or ‘exceeding’ the 
objectives for the year group. Pupils reaching age related expectations would be judged as ‘secure’ in the 
appropriate Programme of Study. Pupils expected to move one step each term. 
 

 

Appendix 4 


