
Reception Yearly Overview 

Our topics are designed to provide the children with a broad and balanced curriculum which is rich with a variety of experiences. The topics may alter as we respond to 
children’s needs, next steps and interests. Skills listed in the Educational Programmes in the EYFS Framework are embedded throughout the year. This overview is designed 

to illustrate special events and activities. 
 

 

 

Term Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Topic 
There’s a bear 

over there! 
Off we go!  To the rescue Cluck, moo, 

baa! 
Roots, shoots 

and juicy fruits! 
Splish, splash, 

splosh 

B
o

o
ks

 

Core Book 
 
 

Supplementary 
texts 

Whole School Text 
 

We’re Going on a 
Bear Hunt 

 
 

We’re Going on a 
Monster Hunt  

 
 
 

I Like Trains  
 

Whatever Next!  
 

Astro Girl 
 

Christmas text  

Jabari Tries 
 

Owl Babies  
 

Rescue Books  
 

The Magic 
Paintbrush (Chinese 

tale) 

The Little Red Hen 
 

Handa’s Hen 
 

Farm texts  

A Good Place 
 

How to Find a Fruit 
Bat 

  
Handa’s Surprise  

 
Errol’s Garden 

 
Dear Zoo 

 
Oliver’s Vegetables 

Hooray for Fish 
 

Hey, Water  
 
 

Tadpole and frog 
stories  

Poetry A Great Big Cuddle   
Here’s a Little Poem 

My Village Rhymes 
from Around the 

World  

Blow a Kiss, Catch a 
Kiss  

Whoosh Around the 
Mulberry Bush  

Nursery Rhyme 
Book Quentin Blake  

Revisited 
Traditional Tale 

Goldilocks and The 
Three Bears 

Gingerbread Man  Little Red Riding 
Hood ( Lucy 

Cousin’s version)  

The Little Three 
Pigs 

Jack and the 
Beanstalk 

The Three Billy 
Goats Gruff  

Annual Festivals & 
Celebrations  

Sukkot 
European Day of 

Languages 
National Poetry Day 

‘Books and biscuits’ 
Grandparents day 

event 

Bonfire Night 
Diwali 

Christmas 
Children in Need 

Christmas Nativity 

Lunar New Year 
Valentine’s Day 

Pancake Day  

Easter 
Science Week 

Mother’s Day event 
 

Ramadan Father’s Day event   
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Trips, visitors and 
enrichments  

Outdoor teddy bear 
picnic  

Reading Workshop 
 

Eye tests 
The Star Seekers 

(Polka Theatre 1st-
3rd November)  

 

Visiting the library 
Chef cooking 

lessons  
Fire engine visit 
Fine motor and 

handwriting 
workshop 

Farm visit 
 

Oral health visit 
Team Rubicon 

Morden Library   
Outside stay and 

play (mud and 
water focus) 

Exploring the local 
area 

Sports Day 
 

Area of Learning: 
 

Communication and 
Language 

 
 

Bear cave 
 

Home corner 
 

Listening and 
responding to 
others’ ideas 

 
Nursery rhymes; 
songs and poems  

Space role-play 
 

Extending 
vocabulary 

 
Using language to 

imagine and 
recreate 

 
Answering ‘how’ 

and ‘why’ 
questions 

 
Nursery rhymes; 
songs and poems 

Chinese New Year 
role-play 

 
Sharing our own 

culture and 
traditions 

 
Talk partners 

 
Voting  

 
 

Nursery rhymes; 
songs and poems 

Following several 
instructions 

 
Using talk to clarify 
feelings and events 

 
Small group 
discussions   

 
Nursery rhymes; 
songs and poems 

Tadpole 
observation station 

Observing and 
talking about 

growing tadpoles 
 

Answering ‘how’ 
and ‘why’ 
questions 

 
My favourite books 

 
Nursery rhymes; 
songs and poems   

 

Gardening focus 
 

Recounting 
experiences and 

imagining 
possibilities 

 
Discussion, opinion 

& linking ideas 
 

Nursery rhymes; 
songs and poems 

 
 

Physical Development 
 
 

Fine motor and 
pencil grip 

Gross motor 
outdoor focus 
Using cutlery  
Weekly gym 

Poddely Outdoor 
Play Blocks 

Moving in a range 
of ways 

Ball skills  
Weekly gym 

PE lessons  
Body awareness 

Movement 
 
 

Letter formation  
Staying safe 
PE lessons  

Object control  
Stability  

 

Handwriting  
Moving confidently 

and safely  
PE lessons  

Body awareness 
Movement 

PE lessons  
Sports Day 

Dance  
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Personal, Social and 
Emotional 

Development 
 

New rules and 
routines 
Hygiene  

Building respectful 
relationships  

 

Behaviour and class 
rules 

Respecting 
difference 

Road safety  

Taking care of one 
another 

Dealing with 
worries 

Healthy eating 
 

Exploring feelings 
Sharing and taking 

turns  
Self-regulation  

 
 

Being kind 
Growing in 
confidence  

Oral hygiene  
Being yourself  

 
 

Transition to Year 1  
Preparing for 

change  
Healthy eating 

 

Literacy 
 
 

Phonological 
awareness 

 
Recognising and 

writing name 
 

Listening to and 
enjoying stories 

 
Reading left to right  
Common exception 

words (tricky)  
 

Blending and 
segmenting 

 
Hot-seating 
characters 

Blending and 
segmenting 

 
Letter writing and 

lists 
 

Acting out stories 
 

Capital letters  

Combining words 
to make simple 

captions and 
sentences  

 
Sequencing stories  

 

Diary writing 
Sentences with 
finger spaces  

 
Reading back what 
they have written  

 

Securing phonics 
and tricky words 

 
Features of a 

narrative  

Mathematics 
 
NCETM scheme 
alongside White Rose 
                

Composition of numbers within 5 
Compare sets of objects 
Subitising to 5 
Measure and pattern (white rose) 
Circles and triangles (white rose) 
Shapes with 4 sides (white rose) 

Composition of numbers beyond 5 
Equal and unequal groups 
Doubles 
Subitising beyond 5 
Mass and Capacity (white rose) 
Length, Height and Time (white rose) 
Exploring 3D Shapes (white rose) 

Larger numbers 
Number Facts 
Rekenreks  
Manipulate, Compose and Decompose 
(white rose) 
Visualise, Build and Map (white rose) 
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Understanding the 
World 
 
  

My family 
Changes in the 
season  
Daily sequencing 
 

Exploring 
similarities and 
differences  
 

Celebrating 
different cultures 
and festivals  
 

Using technology  
Cooking  
Commenting on the 
past  
 
 

Life cycles and 
habitats  
Similarities and 
differences  
 

Comparing 
countries and 
cultures  
Compare and 
contrasting the 
past 

Expressive Arts and 
Design 
 
 

Acting out The Bear 
Hunt  
 
 
 

Singing and 
performance 
(Christmas)   
 
Firework sounds  
 
Clay modelling 
(Diwali)  
 
 

Exploring pulse and 
rhythm 
Dancing 
 
 
 
 
 

Using different 
materials and 
equipment 
  
 
Exploring pitch  
 
 
 

Sculpture  
 
Helicopter 
storytelling 
 
Exploring timbre, 
temp and dynamics  
 
 
 

Using a variety of 
resources to make 
a picture. 
 
Exploring 
instruments and 
symbols from 
different cultures   

Computing (Project 
Evolve)  
 

Self-Image and 
Identity 
 
Online Bullying 

Managing Online 
Information 
 
Health, Well-being 
and Lifestyle 

Privacy and 
Security 
 

Copyright and 
Ownership 
 
Managing Online 
Information 

Online 
Relationships 
 

Online Reputation 
 
Online Bullying 


